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DETAILED ACTION 



Notice To Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed on 07 October 2005. 
Claims 1-32 remain pending. Claims 1-32 have been amended. 



Specification 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. The specification is objected to under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, because 
the specification, as originally filed, does not provide support for the invention as is now 
claimed for the reasons in section 4, infra. 

4. The amendment filed 07 October 2005 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) 
because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: 
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The newly added recitation of "converting information responsive to said 
condition-specific interview from language not containing technical medical terminology 
into language containing technical medical terminology," "in language not containing 
technical medical terminology," and "transmitting said pre-visit physician report to the 
physician in language containing technical medical terminology for the purpose of 
enabling efficient diagnosis and treatment of the patient" within claims 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 
9. 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. Claims 3-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention and for the reasons set 
forth in the objection to the specification in section 4, supra. 

Claims 3 and 5-9 recite limitations that are new matter, as discussed above. 
Claim 4 and 10 incorporate the deficiencies of 3 and 10, respectively through 
dependency, and are also rejected. 

Applicant is advised to provide support for all features added to the 
amendment filed on 07 October 2005. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



NOTE: The following rejections assume that the subject matter added in the 

amendment filed on 07 October 2005 is not new matter and are provided 
hereinbelow for Applicant's consideration on the condition that Applicant 
properly traverses the new matter objections and rejections set forth in 
sections 2-5 . supra, in the next communication sent in response to the 
present Office Action. 



7. Claims 1-4, 11-13, 15, 17-28, 30, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Joao (6,283,761; hereinafter Joao), in view of Campbell et al. 
(6,047,259; hereinafter Campbell), and in view of Cummings, Jr. et al. (6,345,260; 
hereinafter Cummings). 
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(A) As per amended claim 1 , Joao discloses a method for creating a medical chart 
regarding a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled 
with a physician, comprising the steps of : 

(a) providing a patient with access information for logging onto a server site 
containing a plurality of patient files, including a patient file for the patient 
(Joao: col. 5, lines 60-67; col. 7, lines 16-24; col. 13, line 31-38; col. 14, 
lines 49-59; Fig. 1 ); 

(b) logging onto said server site bv the server (Joao: col. 13, line 31-38; col. 
14, lines 49-67; col. 15, lines 1-17); 

(c) transmitting said editable preliminary chart note to the physician (Joao: 
col. 14, lines 49-67; col. 15, lines 1-17; col. 20, lines 20-27; col. 41, lines 
7-13; Fig. 1). 

Examiner considers Joao's teaching that various files "can be continuously 
updated" to read on "editable." 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose a method for creating a medical chart 
regarding a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled 
with a physician, comprising the steps of : 
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(d) providing and enabling a condition-specific interview for the patient 
regarding the patient's medical condition, wherein the content and amount 
of interview Questions can be dynamically altered depending upon 
responses provided by the patient : 

(e) conducting said condition-specific interview with the patient bv said server 
site : 

(f) storing information obtained from said condition-specific interview in 
patient files at said server site : and 

(g) responsive to said condition-specific interview, electronically generating, 
bv said server site, pre-visit information including an editable preliminary 
chart note with information relating to the patient's medical condition. 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Campbell and Cummings. In particular, Campbell and Cummings disclose a method for 
creating a medical chart regarding a patient's medical condition for which an 
appointment has been scheduled with a physician, comprising the steps of : 

(d) providing and enabling a condition-specific interview for the patient 

regarding the patient's medical condition, wherein the content and amount 
of interview Questions can be dynamically altered depending upon 
responses provided bv the patient (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, lines 10- 
18; Fig. 3-14); 
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Examiner notes that "can be," as used by the Applicant, is considered 
noncommittal language and renders the limitations following that verbiage 
(i.e., "dynamically altered depending upon responses provided by the 
patient") unnecessary for purposes of examination. 



(e) conducting said condition-specific interview with the patient by said server 
site (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18; col. 3, lines 33-64); 

(f) storing information obtained from said condition-specific interview in 
patient files at said server site (Campbell: abstract; col. 3, lines 41-64; Fig. 
1); 



Examiner notes that Campbell teaches the use of a plurality of servers 
and databases for storing patient data (i.e., condition-specific interview 
data). 



(g) responsive to said condition-specific interview, electronically generating, 
bv said server site, information including an editable preliminary chart note 
with information relating to the patient's medical condition (Campbell: 
abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18); and 

(h) pre-visit information (Cummings: col. 8, lines 20-37). 
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One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1, lines 50-61). 

Moreover, one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to include the teachings of Cummings with the combined teachings of Joao 
and Campbell with the motivation of managing a medical practice (Cummings: col. 2, 
lines 33-67). 

(B) As per claim 2, Joao discloses the method for creating a medical chart regarding 
a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled with a 
physician of claim 1 further comprising the steps of . after e xam i ning an examination of 
the s aid patient by the said physician: 

(i) completing said pat ie nt's editable preliminary chart note by said the 
physician responsive to said the examination (Joao: col. 19, lines 65-67 
and col. 20, lines 1-8); and 

(ii) storing said comp le t e d editable preliminary chart note at said server site 
(Joao: col. 19, lines 65-67). 

(C) As per claim 3, Joao discloses the method for creating a medical chart regarding 
a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled with a 
physician of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
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(a) electronically generating information that includes a physician report 
including expert medical information relating to the patient's condition 
(Joao: col. 19, lines 54-64; col. 20, lines 20-27; col. 25, lines 25-67; col. 
26, lines 1-38);and 

(b) transmitting said physician report to said the physician in language 
containing technical medical terminology for the purpose of enabling 
efficient diagnosis and treatment of the patient (Joao: col. 17, lines 25-60; 
col. 20, lines 21-27; col. 25, lines 54-58; col. 26, lines 10-38; Fig. 1). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the method for creating a medical 
chart regarding a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been 
scheduled with a physician of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

(c) electronically generating pre-visit information; 

(d) responsive to said condition-specific interview that includes a pre-visit 
physician report including expert medical information relating to said the 
patient's condition; and 

(e) by converting information responsive to said condition-specific interview 
from language not containing technical medical terminology into language 
containing technical medical terminology . 
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Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Campbell and Cummings. In particular, Campbell and Cummings disclose the method 
for creating a medical chart regarding a patient's medical condition for which an 
appointment has been scheduled with a physician of claim 1 further comprising the 
steps of: 

(c) electronically generating pre-visit information (Cummings: col. 8, lines 20- 
37); 

(d) responsive to said condition-specific interview that includes a pre-visit 
physician report including expert medical information relating to said the 
patient's condition (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18); and 

(e) bv converting information responsive to said condition-specific interview 
from language not containing technical medical terminology into language 
containing technical medical terminology (Campbell: abstract; col. 15, 
lines Fig. 9). 

Examiner considers the abnormal observations within Fig. 9, in 
particular, to be devoid of "technical medical terminology." See reference 
numeral 904 in Fig 9. Examiner also notes that these abnormal 
observations are "converted" into technical medical terminology as 
tentative diagnoses. See reference numeral 906 in Fig 9. For example, 
an abnormal observation symptom without technical medical terminology, 
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such as "Shaking Head or Scratching," is converted into a tentative 
diagnosis having language with technical medical terminology, such as 
Otitis Externa. 

Examiner also considers the conversion of information from 
language not containing technical medical terminology into language 
containing technical medical terminology and vice-versa to be old and well 
known. Moreover, Examiner notes that merely automating a manual 
activity, such as information translation/conversion, is not sufficient to 
distinguish over the prior art. In re Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 
193, 194 (CCPA 1958). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1, lines 50-61). 

Moreover, one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to include the teachings of Cummings with the combined teachings of Joao 
and Campbell with the motivation of managing a medical practice (Cummings: col. 2, 
lines 33-67). 

(D) As per claim 4, Joao discloses the method for creating a medical chart regarding 
a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled with a 
physician of claim 3 wherein said pre-visit physician report includes at least one [of the] 
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differential diagnosis d i agnos e s , work-up algorithm algorithms , treatment consideration 
cons i d e r a tions , and literature reference references, and transmitting said pre-visit 
physician report to said physician (Joao specifically discloses the inclusion of treatment 
considerations; Joao: col. 5, lines 28-32; col. 17, lines 25-60; col. 25, lines 54-58; col. 
26, lines 10-38; Fig. 1). 

(E) As per claim 1 1 , Joao discloses a method for creating medical chart regarding an 
office visit for a specific condition of a patient [[,]] comprising the steps of : 

(a) providing a server site connected to an electronic communication network, 
said server site including storage of a plurality of patient files, including a 
patient file for a p l ural i ty of patients i nc l uding said the patient (Joao: col. 8, 
lines 27-34; col. 13, lines 29-38; col. 15, lines 6-17; Fig. 1); 

(b) connect i ng said pationt to sa i d s e v e r s i to us i ng sa i d ele ctron i c 
commun i cat i on network providing the patient with access information for 
logging onto said server site (Joao: col. 7, lines 15-24; col. 13, lines 29- 
38); 

(c) i nt e rv ie w i ng said pati e nt by s a id pat i ont regard i ng said specific condit i on i n 
said pati e nt's filos at said s o rvor s i t o logging onto said server site by the 
patient using said electronic communication network (Joao: col. 13, lines 
29-38; col. 15, lines 6-17; Fig. 1); 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,039 Page 13 

Art Unit: 3626 

(d) e xam i n i ng sa i d pat ie nt by sa i d phys i cian electronically generating, bv said 
sever site, information that includes a patient summary and an editable 
preliminary chart note, and transmitting said patient summary to the 
patient and said editable preliminary chart note to the physician (Joao: col. 
19, lines 54-64; col. 20, lines 20-27; col. 25, lines 25-67; col. 26, lines 1- 
38); 

(e) comp l ot i ng said pat i ent's chart not e by sa i d phys i cian respons i v e to said 
e xam i nation performing an examination of the patient bv the physician 
(Joao: col. 19, lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-8; Fig. 1); and 

(f) storing sa i d compl e t e d chart not e at sa i d s e rv e r s i t e completing said 
editable preliminary chart note bv the physician responsive to the 
examination (J oao: col. 19, lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-8; Fig. 1 ): and 

(g) storing said editable preliminary chart note at said server site (Joao: col. 
19, lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-26; Fig. 1). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose a method for creating medical chart 
regarding an office visit for a specific condition of a patient [[,]] comprising the steps of : 

(h) e l e ctron i ca ll y g e nerating, by said s e rv e r s i to, pro vis i t i nformation that 
i nclud e s a pr e v i s i t pati e nt summary a nd a pr e l i m i n a ry chart not e , and 
transm i tting said pro visit patient summary to said p a t ie nt and s a id 
pre l im i nary chart not e to sa i d phys i c i an interviewing the patient bv said 
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server site regarding said specific condition and storing information from 
the patient about said specific condition in the patient's files at said server 
site : and 

(i) electronically generating pre-visit information . 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Campbell and Cummings. In particular, Campbell and Cummings disclose a method for 
creating medical chart regarding an office visit for a specific condition of a patient [[,]] 
comprising the steps of : 

(h) ele ctronically g e nerating, by said sorvor s i to, pr o v i sit information that 
i nc l ud e s a pr e visit pat i ent summary and a pr eli m i n a ry ch a rt not e , a nd 
transmitting sa i d pr e v i sit pati e nt summary to sa i d pationt a nd sa i d 
pr el iminary chart not e to said physician interviewing the patient by said 
server site regarding said specific condition and storing information from 
the patient about said specific condition in the patient's files at said server 
site (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18; col. 3, lines 33-64; Fig. 1); 
and 

(i) electronically generating pre-visit information (Cumminos: col. 8, lines 20- 
37). 
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One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1, lines 50-61). 

Moreover, one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to include the teachings of Cummings with the combined teachings of Joao 
and Campbell with the motivation of managing a medical practice (Cummings: col. 2, 
lines 33-67). 

(F) As per claim 12, Joao discloses the method for creating medical chart regarding 
an office visit for a specific condition of a patient of claim 1 1 , further comprising the 
steps of : 

(i) selecting, by said the physician, condition-specific educational material to 
be provided to said the patient (Joao: col. 17, lines 25-60; col. 25, lines 54- 
58; col. 26, lines 10-38; Fig. 1); and 

(ii) responsive to said comp l otod editable preliminary chart note and said 
s ele ct e d condition-specific educational material, electronically generating 
a post-visit report for said the patient (Joao: col. 1 1 , lines 3-1 3; col. 1 9, 
lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-26; Fig. 1). 

(G) Claim 1 3 substantially repeats the same limitations of claims 6 and 7, and is 
therefore rejected for the same reasons given for those claims. 
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(H) As per claim 15, Joao discloses the method for creating a medical chart 
regarding an office visit for a specific condition of a patient of claim 1 1 , further 
comprising, by said the patient, the steps of : 

(a) viewing said the patient's file (Joao: col. 19, lines 65-67; Fig. 1 ); and 

(b) updating said the patient's file (Joao: col. 19, lines 65-67; Fig. 1 ). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the step of 

(c) logging onto said server site. 

Nevertheless, this feature is old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Campbell. In particular, Campbell discloses the step of: 

(c) logging onto a server (Campbell: col. 6, lines 20-37). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1, lines 50-61). 

(I) As per claim 17, Joao discloses a method for assisting a physician in providing 
medical services to a patient who has a medical condition, comprising the steps of : 
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(a) providing a server site connected to an electronic communication network, 
said server site including storag e a plurality of patient files , including a 
patient file for for a plura li ty of pat ie nts includ i ng said the patient ( Joao: 
col. 8, lines 27-34; col. 13, lines 29-38; col. 15, lines 6-17; Fig. 1); 

(b) providing a the patient with access to said server site (Joao: col. 7, lines 
16-23; col. 13, lines 27-38, col. 14, lines 48-58; col. 15, lines 5-17; Fig. 1); 

(c) logging onto said server site by said the patient (Joao: col. 7, lines 16-23; 
col. 13, lines 27-38, col. 14, lines 48-58; col. 15, lines 5-17; Fig. 1); 

(d) of sa i d pati e nt us i ng ele ctronica l ly so l oct o d i nformat i on i nc l ud i ng 
i nt e ract i v el y int e rv ie w i ng s a id p a ti e nt i n pr e parat i on for a med i ca l 
consu l tat i on, and r e spons i ve to said pr e v i s i t int e rvi e w, electron i ca ll y 
stor i ng respons e s of sa i d pati o nt i n said pat ie nt's e l e ctron i c f il o^ 
electronically generating a summary that includes condition-specific 
preliminary information and transmitting said summary to the patient 
(Joao: col. 11, lines 3-13; col. 19, lines 54-64); 

(e) r e spons i v e to sa i d pr e- v i s i t i nt e rvi e w, e l e ctron i ca ll y g e n e rat i ng a pr e v i s i t 
summary that i nclud e s cond i t i on - sp e cific pr el iminary i nform a t i on a nd 
transmitting sa i d pro v i s i t summary to sa i d pat io nt ; and 

(f) electronically generating information that includes a preliminary chart note 
and condition-specific educational material (Joao: col. 11, lines 3-13; col. 
19, lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-8), and transmitting said pre-visit 
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information to said the physician (Joao: col. 12, lines 58-67 and col. 13, 
lines 1-7; col. 25, lines 54-58; Fig. 1). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose a method for assisting a physician in 
providing medical services to a patient who has a medical condition, comprising the 
steps of : 

(g) providing access information for logging on to said server site; 

(h) conducting a pre-visit interview, generating pre-visit information, and 
generating a pre-visit summary; and 

(i) in response to a request by said the patient, registering said the patient 
including creating an electronic file for said the patient in said pat i ent a 
record database for the patient . 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known, as evidenced by Campbell 
and Cummings. In particular, Campbell and Cummings disclose a method for assisting 
a physician in providing medical services to a patient who has a medical condition, 
comprising the steps of : 



(g) providing access information for logging on to said server site (Campbell: 
col. 6, lines 20-37); 
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(h) conducting a pre-visit interview, generating pre-visit information, and 
generating a pre-visit summary_(Cummings: col. 8, lines 20-37); and 

(i) in response to a request by said the patient, registering said the patient 
including creating an electronic file for said the patient in said pati e nt a 
record database for the patient (Campbell: col. 6, lines 20-37). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1 , lines 50-61 ). 

Moreover, one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to include the teachings of Cummings with the combined teachings of Joao 
and Campbell with the motivation of managing a medical practice (Cummings: col. 2, 
lines 33-67). 

(J) As per claim 1 8, Joao discloses the method for assisting a physician in providing 
medical services to a patient who has a medical condition of claim 17, further 
comprising the steps of : protecting the security of all transmissions to and from said 
server site over said electronic communication network, including encrypting said 
transmissions, and further including protecting the privacy of said a patient's file on said 
server site (Joao: col. 4, lines 6-10; col. 7, lines 16-23; col. 19, lines 8-11). 
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(K) As per claim 1 9, Joao discloses the method for assisting a physician in providing 
medical services to a patient who has a medical condition of claim 17, further 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a plurality of key questions to said the patient with said summary 
(Joao: col. 11, lines 3-13; col. 14, lines 13-21; col. 19, lines 54-64; col. 25, 
lines 25-38; Fig. 1); and 

(b) supplying said plurality of questions to said the physician with said 
information (Joao: col. 14, lines 13-21; col. 17, lines 25-60; col. 19, lines 
54-64; col. 25, lines 25-38 and lines 54-58; col. 26, lines 10-38; Fig. 1). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the method for assisting a physician in 
providing medical services to a patient who has a medical condition of claim 1 7, further 
comprising the steps of: 

(c) providing a plurality of key condition-specific physician questions to said 
the patient with said summary; 

(d) providing pre-visit summary and information; and 

(e) supplying said plurality of pr e v i s i t key condition-specific physician 
questions to said the physician with said pre-visit information. 
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Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Campbell and Cummings. In particular, Campbell and Cummings disclose the method 
for assisting a physician in providing medical services to a patient who has a medical 
condition of claim 17, further comprising the steps of: 

(c) providing a plurality of key condition-specific physician questions to said 
the patient with said summary (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18; 
Fig. 3-14); 

(d) providing pre-visit summary and information (Cummings: col. 8, lines 20- 
37); and 

(e) supplying said plurality of pr e vis i t key condition-specific physician 
questions to said the physician with said pre-visit information (Campbell: 
abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18; Fig. 3-14). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1, lines 50-61). 

Moreover, one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to include the teachings of Cummings with the combined teachings of Joao 
and Campbell with the motivation of managing a medical practice (Cummings: col. 2, 
lines 33-67). 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,039 Page 22 

Art Unit: 3626 

(L) As per claim 20, Joao discloses the method for assisting a physician in providing 
medical services to a patient who has a medical condition of claim 17, further 
comprising the steps of : 

(a) performing an examination of e xam i n i ng said the patient by said the 
physician (Joao: col. 19, lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-8; Fig. 1), and 
responsive to said examination, completing said the patient's chart note by 
said the physician and transmitting said comp l otod patient's chart note to 
said server site for storage in said the patient's file (Joao: col. 1 9, lines 65- 
67 and col. 20, lines 1-26; Fig. 1); 

(b) responsive to said examination, electronically selecting condition-specific 
educational material to be provided to said the patient (Joao: col. 1 1 , lines 
3-13; col. 17, lines 25-60; col. 25, lines 54-58; col. 26, lines 10-38; Fig. 1), 
and transmitting said selected material to said server site for storage in 
said the patient's file (Joao: Fig. 1); and 

(c) responsive to said the comp l otod patient's chart note and said selected 
material, electronically generating a post-visit report for said the patient 
(Joao: col. 1 1 , lines 3-13; col. 19, lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-26; Fig. 
1). 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,039 Page 23 

Art Unit: 3626 

(M) As per claim 21 , Joao discloses the method for assisting a physician in providing 
medical services to a patient who has a medical condition of claim 17, further 
comprising, by said the patien t, the steps of : 

(a) subsequently logging onto said server site (Joao: col. 1 9, lines 8-1 1 ; Fig. 
1); 

(b) viewing said the patient's file (Joao: col. 1 9, lines 65-67; Fig. 1 ); and 

(c) updating said the patient's file (Joao: col. 19, lines 65-67; Fig. 1 ). 

(N) As per claim 22, Joao discloses the method of claim 1 7, further comprising, by 
said physician: 

(a) subsequently logging onto said server site (Joao: col. 19, lines 8-1 1 ; Fig. 
1): and 

(b) viewing said the patient's file unless said patient has previously updated 
said patient's file to de-select said the physician (Joao: col. 1 9, lines 8-1 1 
and lines 65-67; Fig. 1). 



(O) As per claim 23, Joao discloses the method for assisting a physician in providing 
medical services to a patient who has a medical condition of claim 1 7, further 
comprising the steps of : 
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(a) electronically storing a group of patient files (Joao: col. 5, lines 60-64; col. 
7, lines 16-18); and 

(b) performing medical studies utilizing said group of patient files (Joao: col. 
19, lines 21-53; col. 28, lines 18-48). 



Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the method for assisting a physician in 
providing medical services to a patient who has a medical condition of claim 17, further 
comprising the steps of : 



(c) storing a group of patient files without patient identifiers such that said 
patient files avoid disclosing the identity of the patients associated with 
said files. 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Gilbert. In particular, Gilbert discloses the method for assisting a physician in providing 
medical services to a patient who has a medical condition of claim 17, further 
comprising the steps of : 



(c) 



storing a group of patient files without patient identifiers such that said 
patient files avoid disclosing the identity of the patients associated with 
said files (Gilbert: abstract). 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,039 Page 25 

Art Unit: 3626 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Gilbert with the combined teachings of Joao, Campbell and 
Cummings with the motivation providing a means of effectively analyzing and studying 
medical treatments (Gilbert: col. 1, lines 10-28). 

(P) Claim 24 differs from method claim 1 by reciting hardware elements, namely a 
communication link, an electronic communication network, a plurality of databases 
stored in computer-readable form, and a plurality of computer programs. As per these 
elements, Joao discloses: 

(a) a communication link (Joao: Fig. 1); 

(b) an electronic communication network (Joao: col. 2, lines 63-67); 

(c) a plurality of databases stored in computer-readable form (Joao: col. 4, 
lines 11-25); and 

(d) a plurality of computer programs (Joao: col. 7, lines 24-42). 

(Q) Claim 25 differs from method claim 7 by reciting hardware elements, namely a 
database and a system. As per this element Joao discloses a database (Joao: col. 4, 
lines 11-25). 



(R) As per claim 26, Joao discloses the medical information system of claim 24, 
further comprising means for protecting the security of all transmissions to and from 
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said server site over said electronic communication network, including encrypting said 
transmissions, and further including means for protecting the privacy of said patient's 
file on said server site (Joao: col. 4, lines 6-10; col. 7, lines 16-23; col. 19, lines 8-1 1 ). 

(S) As per claim 27, Joao discloses the medical information system of claim 24, 
further comprising: 

(a) a system for sate the physician to complete said patient's preliminary chart 
note, and transmitting said compl e ted preliminary chart note to said server 
site for storage in said patient's file (Joao: col. 1 1 , lines 3-6; col. 19, lines 
65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-26; Fig. 1); 

(b) a system for electronically selecting condition-specific educational material 
to be provided to said the patient, and transmitting said condition-specific 
educational [selected] material to said server site for storage in said 
patient's file (Joao: col. 11, lines 3-13; col. 17, lines 25-60; col. 20, lines 
21-27; col. 25, lines 54-58; col. 26, lines 10-38; Fig. 1); and 

(c) a system, responsive to said comp le t e d preliminary chart note and said 
condition-specific educational s e l e otod material, that electronically 
generates a post-visit report for said the patient (Joao: col. 1 1 , lines 3-1 3; 
col. 19, lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-26; Fig. 1). 
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(T) As per claim 28, Joao discloses the system of claim 24, further comprising a 
system for allowing said the patient to electronically update said the patient's file (Joao: 
col. 19, lines 65-67; Fig. 1). 

(U) As per claim 30, Joao discloses the medical information system of claim 24, 
further comprising a system for allowing emergency personnel to view said patient's file 
for the purpose of providing medical care to the patient (Joao: col. 12, lines 51-67; col. 
13, lines 1-7). 

(V) As per claim 32, Joao discloses a computerized method of clinically educating a 
physician over an electronic network, comprising the steps of: 

(a) interviewing a plurality of patients, each of said plurality of patients patient 
having one or more of a plurality of medical conditions (Joao: col. 19, lines 
54-64); 

(b) for each of said plurality of patients patient, generating a report in 
computerized form for said the physician that includes information 
regarding medical practices relating to said one or more of a plurality of 
medical conditions applicable to each of said plurality of patients said 
patient (Joao: col. 1 1, lines 3-13; col. 19, lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-8; 
Fig. 1); and 
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(c) providing said the physician with said information in computerized form 
regarding medical practices relating to said one or more medical 
conditions applicable to patients said pat io nt , thereby clinically educating 
said the physician with updated medical practices relating to said one or 
more of a plurality of medical conditions (Joao: col. 1 1 , lines 3-13; col. 19, 
lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-8; Fig. 1). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose a computerized method of clinically 
educating a physician over an electronic network, comprising the steps of: 

(d) condition-specific information; and 

(e) prior to each of s ai d consu l tat i ons interview , providing said the physician 
with said condition-specific information. 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Campbell and Cummings. In particular, Campbell and Cummings disclose a 
computerized method of clinically educating a physician over an electronic network, 
comprising the steps of: 

(d) condition-specific information (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18); 
and 
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(e) prior to each of s ai d consu l tat i ons interview , providing said the physician 
with said condition-specific information (Cummings: col. 8, lines 20-37). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1 , lines 50-61 ). 

Moreover, one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to include the teachings of Cummings with the combined teachings of Joao 
and Campbell with the motivation of managing a medical practice (Cummings: col. 2, 
lines 33-67). 

8. Claims 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Joao, Campbell and Cummings as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of PR 
Newswire ("eSTeeM Software Solutions, Inc. Unveils New Version of ByteRite 2000 
Product For the Orthodontist Practice Management Software Market" Jan 24, 2000. pg. 
1 .; hereinafter PR Newswire). 

(A) As per claim 5, Joao discloses the method for creating a medical chart regarding 
a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled with a 
physician of claim 1 further comprising the steps of : 
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(a) electronically generating information that includes a patient summary 
including information relating to said the patient's medical condition (Joao: 
col. 19, lines 54-64; col. 20, lines 20-27; col. 25, lines 25-67; col. 26, lines 
1-38); and 

(b) transmitting said patient summary to said the patient (Joao: col. 24, lines 
48-62). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the method for creating a medical 
chart regarding a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been 
scheduled with a physician of claim 1 further comprising the steps of : 

(c) pre-visit information that includes a pre-visit patient summary; 

(d) patient summary responsive to said condition-specific interview including 
information relating to said the patient's medical condition; and 

(e) patient summary in language not containing technical medical 
terminology . 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Campbell, Cummings and PR Newswire. In particular, these prior art references 
disclose the method for creating a medical chart regarding a patient's medical condition 
for which an appointment has been scheduled with a physician of claim 1 further 
comprising the steps of : 
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(c) pre-visit information that includes a pre-visit patient summary (Cummings: 
col. 8, lines 20-37); 

(d) patient summary responsive to said condition-specific interview including 
information relating to said the patient's medical condition (Campbell: 
abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18); and 

(e) patient summary in language not containing technical medical terminology 
(PR Newswire: pg. 1-2). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1 , lines 50-61 ). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Cummings with the combined teachings of Joao and Campbell 
with the motivation of managing a medical practice (Cummings: col. 2, lines 33-67). 

Moreover, one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to include the teachings of PR Newswire with the combined teachings of Joao, 
Campbell and Cummings with the motivation of managing a medical practice's 
communication between medical staff and patients (PR Newswire: pg. 1-2). 

(B) As per claim 6, Joao discloses the method for creating a medical chart regarding 
a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled with a 
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physician of claim 5 wherein said step of electronically generating said pre-visit pat ie nt 
summ a ry information further comprises: 

(a) transmitting questions to said the patient (Joao: col. 19, lines 54-64; col. 
25, lines 25-38; Fig. 1). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the method for creating a medical 
chart regarding a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been 
scheduled with a physician of claim 5 wherein said step of electronically generating said 
pre-visit p a t ie nt summary information further comprises: 

(b) electronically generating key condition-specific physician questions 
relating to said patient's medical condition; and 

(c) in language not containing technical medical terminology . 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Campbell and PR Newswire. In particular, Campbell and PR Newswire disclose 

(b) electronically generating key condition-specific physician questions 

relating to said patient's medical condition (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, 
lines 10-18); and 
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(c) in language not containing technical medical terminology (PR Newswire: 
P9- 1-2). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1, lines 50-61). 

Moreover, one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to include the teachings of PR Newswire with the combined teachings of Joao, 
Campbell and Cummings with the motivation of managing a medical practice's 
communication between medical staff and patients (PR Newswire: pg. 1-2). 

(C) As per claim 7, Joao discloses the method for creating a medical chart regarding 
a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled with a 
physician of claim 6 wherein said step of electronically generating said pre-visit 
information further comprises the steps of: 

(a) electronically generating a physician report (Joao: col. 17, lines 25-60; 
col. 25, lines 54-58; col. 26, lines 10-38; Fig. 1); and 

(b) transmitting said pre-visit physician report to said the physician (Joao: col. 
17, lines 25-60; col. 25, lines 54-58; col. 26, lines 10-38; Fig. 1). 
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Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the method for creating a medical 
chart regarding a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been 
scheduled with a physician of claim 6 wherein said step of electronically generating said 
pre-visit information further comprises the steps of: 

(c) a pre-visit physician report; 

(d) physician report that includes said key condition-specific physician 
questions; 

(e) a rat i ona le for responses to each of said key condition-specific physician 
questions by the patient : and 

(f) in technical medical terminology for the purpose of enabling efficient 
diagnosis and treatment of the patient . 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Campbell and Cummings. In particular, Campbell and Cummings disclose the method 
for creating a medical chart regarding a patient's medical condition for which an 
appointment has been scheduled with a physician of claim 6 wherein said step of 
electronically generating said pre-visit information further comprises the steps of: 



(c) a pre-visit physician report (Cummings: col. 8, lines 20-37); 

(d) physician report that includes said key condition-specific physician 
questions (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18); 
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(e) a r a t i onal e for responses to each of said key condition-specific physician 
questions by the patient . (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, lines 10-18); and 

(f) in technical medical terminology for the purpose of enabling efficient 
diagnosis and treatment of the patient (Campbell: abstract; col. 13, lines 
10-18). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Campbell with the teachings of Joao with the motivation of 
managing a medical practice (Campbell: col. 1, lines 50-61). 

Moreover, one of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to include the teachings of Cummings with the combined teachings of Joao 
and Campbell with the motivation of managing a medical practice (Cummings: col. 2, 
lines 33-67). 

(D) As per claim 8, Joao discloses the method for creating a medical chart regarding 
a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled with a 
physician of claim 1 further comprising the steps of . after examining said the patient by 
said the physician, generating a post-visit report and transmitting said post-visit patient 
report to said the patient (Joao: col. 19, lines 65-67 and col. 20, lines 1-8; Fig. 1). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the method for creating a medical chart 
regarding a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has been scheduled 
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with a physician of claim 1 further comprising the steps of generating a post-visit report 
in language not containing technical medical terminology. 

Nevertheless, this feature is old and well known in the art, as evidenced 
by PR Newswire. In particular, PR Newswire discloses the method for creating a 
medical chart regarding a patient's medical condition for which an appointment has 
been scheduled with a physician of claim 1 further comprising the steps of generating a 
post-visit report in language not containing technical medical terminology (PR 
Newswire: pg. 1-2). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of PR Newswire with the combined teachings of Joao, Campbell 
and Cummings with the motivation of managing a medical practice's communication 
between medical staff and patients (PR Newswire: pg. 1-2). 

(E) Claim 9 substantially repeats the same limitations as claims 3, 5 and 7, and is 
therefore rejected for the same reasons given for those claims. 

(F) Claim 10 substantially repeats the same limitations of claim 4, and is therefore 
rejected for the same reason given for that claim. 
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9. Claims 14 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Joao, Campbell and Cummings as applied to claims 1 1 and 24 above, and further 
in view of Keene (5,325,294; hereinafter Keene). 

(A) As per claim 14, Joao discloses the method for creating a medical chart 
regarding an office visit for a specific condition of a patient of claim 1 1 , further 
comprising the steps of : 

(a) supplying access to emergency personnel assigned to treat said the 
patient; and utilizing said access to connect to said server site and view 
said patient's file to assist in treating said the patient (Joao: col. 12, lines 
57-67; col. 13, lines 1-7; col. 13, lines 27-38; col. 14, lines 13-21; col. 15, 
lines 5-17; col. 16, lines 33-65; Fig. 1). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the method for creating a medical 
chart regarding an office visit for a specific condition of a patient of claim 1 1 , further 
comprising the steps of : 

(b) supplying an access code associated with a patient and utilizing said 
access code to connect to said server site and view said patient's file. 
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Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Keene. In particular, Keene discloses the method for creating a medical chart regarding 
an office visit for a specific condition of a patient of claim 1 1 , further comprising the 
steps of : 

(b) supplying an access code associated with a patient and utilizing said 
access code to connect to said server site and view said patient's file 
(Keene: abstract). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Keene with the combined teachings of Joao, Campbell and 
Cummings with the motivation providing managing the confidentiality of medical 
information (Keene: col. 1 , lines 49-67). 

(B) As per claim 29, Joao fails to expressly disclose the medical information system 
of claim 24, further comprising a system for allowing a physician to view said patient's 
file only if said the physician has been pre-authorized by said patient. 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Keene. In particular, Keene discloses the medical information system of claim 24, 
further comprising a system for allowing a physician to view said patient's file only if said 
the physician has been pre-authorized by said patient (Keene: abstract). 
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One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Keene with the combined teachings of Joao, Campbell and 
Cummings with the motivation providing managing the confidentiality of medical 
information (Keene: col. 1, lines 49-67). 



10. Claims 16 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Joao, Campbell and Cummings as applied to claims 1 1 and 24 above, and further 
in view of Gilbert (6,381 ,576; hereinafter Gilbert). 

(A) As per claim 16, Joao discloses the method for creating medical chart regarding 
an office visit for a specific condition of a patient of claim 1 1 , further comprising the 
steps of : 

(a) electronically storing a group of patient files (Joao: col. 5, lines 60-64; col. 
7, lines 16-18); and 

(b) performing medical studies utilizing said group of patient files (Joao: col. 
19, lines 21-53; col. 28, lines 18-48). 

Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose the method for creating medical chart 
regarding an office visit for a specific condition of a patient of claim 1 1 , further 
comprising the steps of : 



4 
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(c) storing patient files without patient identifiers such that said group of 
patient files avoid disclosing the identity of the patients associated with 
said files. 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Gilbert. In particular, Gilbert discloses the method for creating medical chart regarding 
an office visit for a specific condition of a patient of claim 1 1 , further comprising the 
steps of : 

(c) storing patient files without patient identifiers such that said group of 
patient files avoid disclosing the identity of the patients associated with 
said files (Gilbert: abstract). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Gilbert with the combined teachings of Joao, Campbell and 
Cummings with the motivation providing a means of effectively analyzing and studying 
medical treatments (Gilbert: col. 1, lines 10-28). 

(B) As per claim 31 , Joao discloses the medical information system of claim 24, 
further comprising a system for performing medical studies utilizing said group of patient 
files (Joao: col. 19, lines 21-53; col. 28, lines 18-48). 
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Joao, however, fails to expressly disclose discloses the medical information 
system of claim 24, further comprising a system for performing medical studies wherein 
said group of patient files do not contain patient identifying information . 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Gilbert. In particular, Gilbert discloses the medical information system of claim 24, 
further comprising a system for performing medical studies wherein said group of 
patient files do not contain patient identifying information (Gilbert: abstract). 

One of ordinary skill would have found it obvious at the time of the invention to 
include the teachings of Gilbert with the combined teachings of Joao, Campbell and 
Cummings with the motivation providing a means of effectively analyzing and studying 
medical treatments (Gilbert: col. 1, lines 10-28). 



Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , xxxxx have been considered but 
art moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

12. Applicant's arguments filed 07 October 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant's arguments will be addressed hereinbelow in the order in 
which they appear in the response filed 07 October 2005. 
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(A) On page 23 of the 07 October 2005 response regarding claim 1 , Applicant 
argues that Joao does discloses a method whereby the provider, not the patient, is 
meant to access the central processing computer and enters data and/or information 
regarding the patient. 

Examiner, however, respectfully disagrees and points out that Joao teaches that 
"Any patient, user, provider, payer, and/or intermediary, may utilize the present 
invention in the same, or similar and/or analogous manner." Therefore, Joao does, in 
fact, disclose a method whereby the patient is meant to access the central processing 
computer and enters data and/or information regarding the patient. 

Applicant's other arguments pertaining to claim 1 on pages 23-25 are rendered 
moot based on new grounds of rejection necessitated by amendment. 

(B) On page 26 of the 07 October 2005 response regarding claim 3, Applicant 
argues that Joao discloses neither the ability to convert language not containing 
technical medical terminology obtained from a condition-specific interview into language 
which is in proper medical terminology to assist the physician in treating the patient. 

Examiner, however, deems these features to be new matter and requests 
Applicant to provide support for all features added to the amendment. 

Assuming arguendo that Applicant provides support for these features, the 
argument is rendered moot nonetheless based on new grounds of rejection 
necessitated by amendment. 
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(C) On page 27 of the 07 October 2005 response regarding claim 1 1 , Applicant 
argues that Joao does not disclose providing a patient with access information for 
logging onto a server site and logging onto said server site by the patient using said 
electronic communication network. 

Examiner, however, respectfully disagrees because Joao teaches the use of 
identification cards having information (i.e., access information) for any respective party 
(e.g., patient) so as to provide the respective party (e.g., patient) with access to various 
data stored on the network (Joao: col. 2, lines 63-67; col. 3, lines 1-7; col. 4, lines 27-33; 
col. 7, lines 16-24). 

(D) On page 28 of the 07 October 2005 response regarding claim 1 6, Applicant 
argues that Joao does not disclose a system for performing medical studies using a 
group of patient files, as is claimed in Applicant's invention. 

Examiner, however, respectfully disagrees because Joao does teaches the 
capability of analyzing information pertaining to patient diagnoses and/or treatments; 
and calculating and/or providing statistical information regarding diagnoses and/or 
treatments understudy (Joao: col. 19, lines 21-53; col. 28, lines 18-48). Moreover, the 
new art necessitated by amendment also teaches performing medical studies on patient 
data (Gilbert: abstract). 

The remaining arguments pertaining to claim 16 are rendered moot based on 
new grounds of rejection necessitated by amendment. 
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(E) On page 30 of the 07 October 2005 response regarding claim 27, Applicant 
argues that Joao does not disclose a system that electronically selects condition- 
specific material to be provided to a patient. 

Examiner, however, respectfully disagrees because Joao does teach that the 
system electronically selects material to be provided to a patient (Joao: col. 7, lines 34- 
42). As per the feature of condition-specific material, it has been rejected by Campbell 
based on new grounds of rejection necessitated by amendment. 

The remaining arguments pertaining to claim 27 are rendered moot based on 
new grounds of rejection necessitated by amendment. 

(F) On page 32 of the 07 October 2005 response regarding claim 7, Applicant 
argues that Joao does not disclose a system that generates key questions relating to 
the patient's medical condition for the patient to ask the physician. 

In response, Examiner notes that, as written, claim 7 teaches that responses to 
said key condition-specific questions are given by the patient and therefore, Examiner 
construes claim 7 to read that the physician, not the patient, asks the questions. 

Nevertheless, this argument is rendered moot based on new grounds of rejection 
necessitated by amendment. 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,039 Page 45 

Art Unit: 3626 

(F) On page 33 of the 07 October 2005 response regarding claim 1 4, Applicant 
argues that Joao does not expressly disclose a method that allows emergency 
personnel to securely access patient files in order to treat the patient. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees because Joao teaches a that a plethora of 
different users my access the system including patients, providers, payer, and 
intermediaries in order to treat the patient (Joao: col. 4, lines 27-39). Joao further 
teaches that providers include doctors, nurses, therapists, specialists, and any other 
person, individual and/or professional who can provide healthcare services or products 
(Joao: col. 12, lines 58-67; col. 13, lines 1-7). 

The remaining arguments pertaining to claim 14 are rendered moot based on 
new grounds of rejection necessitated by amendment. 

(G) All remaining arguments not directly address above are rendered moot based on 
new grounds of rejection necessitated by amendment. 



Conclusion 

1 3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied art teaches an electronic medical 
records system (5,294,074), authoring language translator (6,748,353); a system for 
and method of collecting and populating a database with physician/patient data for 
processing to improve practice quality and healthcare delivery (6,151,581); a method 
and apparatus for an integrated clinical tele-informatics system (6,139,494); a 
individualized patient electronic medical records system (6,523,009); personalizing 
hospital intranet web sites (6,076,166); a method of managing and controlling access to 
personal information (6,073,106); a medical record forming and storing apparatus and 
medical record and method related to same (6,304,848); a medical network 
management system and process (5,471 ,382); a method and system for distributing 
health information (6,463,417); a wide area medical information system and method 
using thereof (5,91 1 ,687); a method and system for interactive prescription and 
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distribution of prescriptions in conducting clinical studies (5,991,731); a method and 
system for generating statistically-based medical provider utilization profiles 
(5,557,514); a method and system for creating computer-understandable structured 
medical data from natural language reports (US 2003/0105638); a medical record 
forming and storing apparatus and medical record and method related to same (US 
2002/0087357); a network based language translation system (6,161,082); and tracking 
of clinical study samples, information and results (US 2001/0032060). 

The cited but not applied prior art also includes non-patent literature articles by 
Arnold, Paul N. ("How to put experience to work for you" Copyright 1998. @ 
http://www. revophth . com/1 998/roi8bl . html . ) and Skills for Change ("Occupational 
Terminology Workshop" Copyright 1998.). 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mike Tomaszewski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-81 17. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571)272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,039 



Page 48 



Art Unit: 3626 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



MT Hg^"" \.-}.0<p 




